EPD Hunting Ranch: Rules and Regulations
1. Introduction and General Conduct
1.1. Purpose: These rules apply to all invitees participating in activities on the EPD leased ranch. They incorporate regulations from the Landlord and EPD's requirements to ensure safety, sportsmanship, and the long-term health of the ranch's wildlife.
1.2. Confidentiality: This is an exclusive privilege. Invitees must maintain confidentiality regarding ranch access, as it is not available to all employees.
1.3. Compliance with Law: All invitees must comply with all Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) regulations and all local, state, and federal laws. Non-compliance may result in immediate removal.
1.4. Waiver Requirement: All invitees must sign liability waivers for both Landlord and EPD before entering the ranch.
1.5. Rule Violations: Violation of any rule may result in the immediate and permanent loss of future hunting privileges.

2. Safety
2.1. Universal Firearm Safety: The four primary rules of firearm safety are mandatory at all times.
1. Treat every firearm as if it is loaded.
2. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.
3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot.
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it.
2.2. Firearm Handling: Firearms must be unloaded while in or around the white cabin, RV area, or designated camp area.
2.3. Hunter Orange: During any deer rifle season, all invitees hunting or moving about the ranch are encouraged to wear hunter orange on their exterior clothing, including an orange hat or cap.
2.4. Check-In / Check-Out Board: A board is located at the main camp. Before each hunt, mark your name and the specific stand/area you will be hunting. You must sign out upon your return. 
2.5. Alcohol: Drunkenness on the Ranch or irresponsible behavior will not be tolerated and may result in immediate removal from the premises.  We ask for responsible adult behavior in order that all guests remain in a safe environment.
2.6. Target Practice: Target practice is restricted to designated areas approved by Landlord. Indiscriminate shooting is not allowed.

3. Access, Scheduling and Movement
3.1. Ranch Manager: All scheduling and coordination is handled by the designated EPD Ranch Manager.
3.2. Scheduling: The EPD Ranch Manager will coordinate all hunting dates and overnight stays with Landlord.
3.3. Blinds:  Hunting stands/blinds are available on a first-come, first-served basis via the check-in board.  No hunter may enter an area claimed by another hunter on the board.
3.4. Gate Security: All gates must be kept closed at all times.
3.5. Vehicles:
1. Driving off established roads is not allowed, except for the retrieval of harvested game.
2. Only UTVs (side-by-side), trucks, SUVs, and cars are permitted. ATVs (four-wheelers) and motorcycles are not allowed.
3. Hunting or shooting from any vehicle is prohibited.
3.6. Seasonal Ranch Access:  Access to the ranch is not allowed outside of the official hunting seasons.  Any off-season access must be granted by the express permission of the Landlord via the EPD Ranch Manager.

4. Game Management and Harvest Rules
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.1. Official Hunting Season and Permitted Game:  All hunting is restricted to the official seasons.
1. *Whitetail deer season:  October 1, 2025 – February 28, 2026 (MLDP Season)
2. *Spring turkey season:  April 1, 2026 – May 10, 2026
* Note:  These dates are subject to slight changes based on final TPWD scheduling.
4.2. Managed Land Deer Permit (MLDP) System: This ranch operates under the TPWD MLDP system.
1. All tags for white-tail deer are provided by Landlord. Personal hunting license tags are not to be used.
2. The total seasonal quota for white-tail bucks is 8 to 10, based on TPWD recommendations. This is for the entire ranch, not per hunter.
3. The doe harvest quota is determined solely by Landlord.
4.3. White-Tail Buck Harvest:
1. Only mature white-tail bucks with a minimum of 10 antler points may be harvested.
2. Harvesting bucks smaller than this minimum is prohibited to allow the herd to mature.
3. Bucks may only be harvested by rifle.
4.4. Other Game:
1. White-tail does and turkey may be harvested by rifle or archery, subject to Landlord’s quota during their respective seasons.  Hogs may be harvested during any scheduled hunt.
2. Permitted exotic game:  The hunting of aoudad, fallow deer, sika deer and axis deer may take place during the official deer and turkey seasons.
3. Restricted exotic game:  Hunting of blackbuck antelope is prohibited without prior express permission from Landlord.
4. Night hunting, spotlighting, or road hunting is prohibited. Coyote hunting at night requires prior approval from Landlord.
4.5. Ranch Harvest Log: All harvested white-tail deer must be recorded in the Ranch Log Book located at the camp.
4.6. Wounded Game Recovery: Hunters must make every reasonable effort to recover wounded game. If an animal leaves the property, do not cross the property line. Contact the EPD Ranch Manager immediately to coordinate with the neighboring landowner.

5. Camp, Accommodations and Cleanliness
5.1. Cleanliness: No littering is permitted. All invitees are responsible for removing their own trash from the property. Leave all areas, including the cabin, RV spots, and hunting blinds, cleaner than you found them.  All trash must be packed out.  Do not leave trash on the property.
5.2. Campfires: Campfires are permitted only in designated fire pits and are strictly prohibited during any Kerr County Burn Ban. Ensure fires are completely extinguished before leaving them unattended.
5.3. Accommodations:
1. White Cabin: Limited capacity, first-come, first-served basis, subject to approval from the EPD Ranch Manager.
2. RV Camper Spots: Five spots available. Use requires prior approval from the EPD Ranch Manager.
5.4. Personal Property: Landlord and EPD are not responsible for any damage to or loss of invitees’ equipment, vehicles, supplies, or firearms.

6. Rule Amendments
6.1. The Landlord may amend these rules with 14 days’ notice. EPD may update its rules and will notify invitees promptly.
